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T
o accelerate design projects, the 
Studio 5000 Logix Designer appli-
cation now uses an AutomationML 
open data exchange. This allows the 

application to exchange data with engineering 
tools, such as EPLAN Electric P8. Now, engi-
neers can design their system once and import 
that design data between tools, saving hours 
of rewriting and remapping work per project.

Also, a new Simulation Interface product 
uses the Functional Mock-Up Interface (FMI) 
standard to allow data exchange with model-
ling software, such as MATLAB and Simulink. 
Engineers can use this to virtually test 
machines and resolve issues before commis-
sioning, potentially reducing on-site delivery 
times from weeks to days.

“Studio 5000 software is taking the 
industry into a new era of digital machine 
design,” explains Christo Buys, business 
manager for Control Systems at Rockwell 
Automation Sub-Saharan Africa. “Engineers 
can use these data-exchange capabilities to 

The latest release of the Studio 5000 integrated development environment from Rockwell Automation includes new digital 
design capabilities to reduce machine design, testing and commissioning times. It also introduces CIP Security support to bring 
industry-proven security technologies into the automation space. 

Extended line of thin clients help increase flexibility across the enterprise
With many applications on multiple displays throughout a plant floor, 
manufacturers struggle to manage numerous sources of content. 
VersaView 5200 from Rockwell Automation uses ThinManager 
software to help manufacturers easily manage their applications.

“The latest additions to the VersaView 5200 portfolio allow end-
users to choose a single display or multiple displays with a variety 
of resolution options,” says Rockwell Automation’s Christo Buys. 
“Customers leveraging ThinManager software can now match the 
right thin client hardware to their specific application needs.” 

The VersaView 5200 thin client portfolio from Rockwell 

Automation helps simplify management of devices and users. The 
expanded portfolio includes five thin clients: single display, dual 
display, dual 4K display, multi 4K display and integrated display. 
The multi 4K is the first in the industry to offer seven displays and 
is exclusively supported by ThinManager software.

The new thin clients each offer unique benefits. The single display 
offers a compact design, with a single DisplayPort video output. The 
dual 4K display includes a high-performance quad core Intel Atom 
CPU for more demanding applications, while the multi 4K display 
offers a high-performance quad core Intel i5 CPU for applications 
requiring multiple displays.

The VersaView 5200 non-display thin client options are ideal for 
use with VersaView 5100 monitors. This two-piece solution separates 
the monitor and thin client, so either can be replaced independently.

The VersaView 5200 thin clients are designed to be used exclu-
sively with ThinManager software. The software centrally manages 
content and visualisation for every aspect of modern industrial 
operations. It can help reduce downtime and maintenance by sim-
plifying the management of all devices and users. The location-based 

Relevance technology from Rockwell Automation can deliver 
targeted content based on role and location. 

When used with the ThinManager software, VersaView 5200 
thin clients can start receiving information as soon as they are 
plugged in. Device configuration is not needed, resulting in faster 
device replacement. 

Information is stored on a server to help protect sensitive 
information and the software also provides multifactor user 

authentication, including biometric authentication using finger-
print scanning. q

VersaView 5200 thin client portfolio from Rockwell Automation helps simplify 
management of devices and users.

Updated Studio 5000 for enhanced industrial security

reduce rework and save time from design to 
commissioning. Opportunities for savings will 
only continue to grow as we integrate more 
PartnerNetwork programme members into 
our design software.”

Other improvements that the latest Studio 
5000 software release can deliver include:
• Enhanced defense-in-depth security: 

Studio 5000 will allow companies to use 
CIP Security to better protect their indus-
trial communications with authenticity, in-
tegrity and confidentiality. The FactoryTalk 
Policy Manager tool, available from early 
2019, will allow administrators to centrally 
manage secure communications policies 
within the Studio 5000 environment in 
compatible hardware. This will allow a CIP 
securable device to defend itself against a 
network or communications attack. 

• Enhanced usability: New support for 
64-bit maths in the Studio 5000 software 
can help engineers be more precise in 
their calculations and, therefore, their 

applications. New enhancements to Logix 
tag-based alarms, such as new instructions 
and greater alarm visibility, can also help 
end users optimise productivity by more 
quickly identifying and troubleshooting 
problems during production. 

• Library-based time savings: New library 
links in the Studio 5000 Application Code 
Manager tool allow for the auto-creation 
of parent-child objects in design projects. 
An engineer can use this feature to quickly 
create a tank and its associated valves, for 
example, all at once, instead of creating all 
tank and valve objects individually. Library 
artifacts also allow engineers to add more 
content to library objects, such as user 
documentation. This can help machine 
designers create more efficient and con-
sistent projects. 

Expanded integration of the Application Code 
Manager tool, allowing engineers to access it 
from third-party design software, provides 
further time savings. q


