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THE ELECTRICAL CoC – TIP-TOEING THROUGH THE MINEFIELD

It feels like yesterday that I worked on the column for December 
… December last year, that is … and here we are, 12 months and 
many interesting topics and friendly differences of opinion later. 
The topic for this month covers a document that many people 

embrace, others love to hate and even more do not completely 
understand. The problem with the people who do not completely 
understand this document is that they actually make things worse 
by either completing it incorrectly and/or not completing it at all. I 
am, of course, referring to the ‘infamous’ Certificate of Compliance 
(CoC) for an electrical installation. 

The original document is included in the Electrical Installation 
Regulations (2009) forming part of the Occupational Health and 
Safety Act (Act 85 of 1993), as Annexure 1. Reference to the Cer-
tificate of Compliance is found in the Definitions of the Electrical 
Installation Regulations and Regulation 7 in its entirety is devoted to 
this very important document. 

So, without any further delay, let’s have a look what the Electrical 
Installation Regulations (2009) have to say about this.

Certificate of Compliance 
7. (1) Subject to the provisions of subregulation (3), every user or lessor  
 of an electrical installation, as the case may be, shall have a  
 valid certificate of compliance for that installation in the form of  
 Annexure 1, which shall be accompanied by a test report in the  
 format approved by the chief inspector, in respect of every such  
 electrical installation. 
Now, what does the paragraph above say? Well, it says that every 
electrical installation shall be covered by a CoC. The exception is 
where the electrical installation existed prior to 1992 and there have 
been no changes to the installation and/or ownership since 1994. 
And because the installation itself cannot be the custodian, the CoC 
is entrusted to the user or lessor of that electrical installation for 
safekeeping, which also infers responsibility, therefore the reference 
to “every user or lessor… shall have …” 

Somewhere amongst all that, the word ‘duty’ also comes to mind. 
And, on top of it all, by implication, the owner of the electrical instal-
lation is part of the equation, too. But note, not everyone who uses 
an electrical installation is the owner of that installation – the per-
son renting a residential property, the shopkeeper at the corner café 
or the haberdashery store in a shopping mall, for instance. 

So, the use of the words ‘user’ or ‘lessor’ makes things more prac-
tical when it comes to delegating responsibility. It goes further to 
say that the CoC shall look like and contain at least the information 
as per the example you will find in the Electrical Installation Regula-
tions as Annexure 1. 

Now, to be able to issue a CoC, it stands to reason that you have 
to inspect and test that electrical installation otherwise you would 
not be able to answer the questions on the CoC truthfully, or with 
any extent of certainty. The format of this Test Certificate has to be 
approved by the chief inspector and, to make it easy for us, there is 
an example of such a Test Certificate in Part/Clause 8 (Verification 
and Certification) of SANS 10142-1, together with complete and in-
depth ‘how to do it’ instructions. 
Next we move to subregulation (2)
(2) Subject to the provisions of subregulation (3), every user or lessor  
 of an electrical installation, as the case may be, shall on request  
 produce the certificate of compliance for that electrical installa- 
 tion to an inspector, a supplier or, subject to regulation 4(1), an  
 approved inspection authority for electrical installations. 
The above is more or less self-explanatory. A CoC is required when 
a property is bought and/or sold (we’ll get to that later), but the 
reference to regulation 4(1) needs a little attention. The regulation 
reads as follows:
4. (1) An approved inspection authority for electrical installations may  
 enter premises and conduct an inspection, test or investigation  
 only when 
 (a) Contracted by the chief inspector or provincial director for a  
  specific electrical installation; or 
 (b) Requested by the user or lessor of an electrical installation  
  to do so. 

The question of compensation for work done, in this case inspection 
and testing, comes to the table. In my humble opinion, in (a) the 
Department of Labour pays and in (b) I have to pay, and I base 
my opinion on the words ‘contracted’ and ‘requested’. A little further 
down, we see that a slightly different set of rules apply when a 
Supply Authority conducts those exact same inspections. 

Next…
(3) Subregulation (1) shall not apply to an electrical installation that  
 existed prior to 23 October 1992, and where there was no  
 change of ownership after 1 March 1994: Provided that, if any  
 addition or alteration is effected to such an electrical installa- 
 tion, the user or lessor of the electrical installation, as the case  
 may be, shall obtain a certificate of compliance for the whole  
 electrical installation, whereafter the provisions of subregulation  
 (1) shall be applicable to such electrical installation. 
The important part to take note of in subregulation (3) is the fact 
that should you work on the electrical installation for any reason af-
ter 1994 for the first time (like today, for instance), you would have to 
inspect and test the complete installation and issue a CoC for the 
entire installation. This of course can have serious financial impli-
cations for a home owner, tenant and/or the commercial/industrial 
property owner, user or lessor. 

Once this line is crossed, subregulation 7(1) takes over and regu-
lates the issuing of CoCs from that point on. Subregulation (4) be-
low also covers alterations and additions, but let us have a look at 
what it says, so that we do not confuse matters: 
(4) Where any addition or alteration has been effected to an  
 electrical installation for which a certificate of compliance was  
 previously issued, the user or lessor of such electrical installa- 
 tion shall obtain a certificate of compliance for at least the  
 addition or alteration. 
Okay, so now you have worked on the electrical installation. This 
is the time to establish: Do I issue a CoC only for the work I have 
done, or for the entire installation? Hopefully after my explanation 
of subregulation (3) and reading subregulation (4) it will be as clear 
as daylight when to issue a CoC for a part or entire installation. This 
CoC for the alterations only now has to be added to the original 
CoC. And so, over time, a CoC for an installation can comprise 
many certificates that will be regarded as one. Call it your installa-
tion’s ‘service or owner’s manual’ as you have for your car. And what 
a valuable piece of paperwork that is! You can use that document 
to prove a full service history to get a better price for your car when 
you sell it and, when you buy a car, you want to make sure that the 
previous owner maintained the vehicle properly so that you feel 
comfortable parting with your money – right? It’s about time that 
we start looking at an electrical CoC in the same fashion. But an 
electrical installation does not go for a service or oil change every 
15 000 km, so what now? 

We will continue with subregulation (5) in the January issue and 
pick up where we’ve left off. 

Season’s greetings … till next year …

GETTING TO GRIPS WITH SANS 10142-1 BY HANNES BAARD

Hannes Baard.

http://www.stonestamcor.co.za/
http://www.comtest.co.za/
http://www.zestweg.com/



