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Beginning at the beginning of the Electrical Installation Regulations

Getting to grips with SANS 10142–1 by Hannes Baard

I PRESUME everyone has survived the 
first month of the year and things are all 
on track again. 

As mentioned in my last column, we 
have finally finished with the Occupa-
tional Health and Safety Act (Act 85 of 
1993) itself and we will now begin with 
the Regulations. And, as promised, we’ll 
start with the Electrical Installation Reg-
ulations 2009. The latest revision of the 
Electrical Installation Regulations were 
published in 2009 – as communicated 
to us in Government Gazette No. 31975 
dated 6 March 2009, with the publica-
tion of Government Notice R242.

To start, I’ll refresh your memory with 
an illustration of how our health and 
safety legislation is structured. 

We commence at the beginning of 
the Schedule with Regulation 1 – The 
Definitions – which reads as follows: 
Definitions
1. In these regulations, ‘the Act’ means 
the Occupational Health and Safety Act, 
1993 (Act No. 85 of 1993), and any word 

or expression to which a meaning has 
been assigned in the Act has such mean-
ing and, unless the context otherwise 
indicates - 
‘accreditation authority’ means the 
South African National Accreditation 
System (SANAS) established by section 
3 of the Accreditation for Conformity 
Assessment, Calibration and Good 
Laboratory Practice Act, 2006 (Act No. 19 
of 2006) … 

You have to read the above – from … 
‘Definitions’ up to and including ‘2006’ 
… – as one contiguous part. The rea-
son for this is that the full intent of the 
definitions that follow will then make 
more sense. You see, every legal docu-
ment or contract document is written 
by someone who uses words that may 
mean something else in a different 
context. It is therefore imperative 
that the proper meaning of particular 
words are explained right at the begin-
ning of a legal or contract document 
so that, in the event of a difference of 
opinion, or interpretation of that docu-
ment, it can be explained or clarified 
in terms of what a given word actually 
means in the context of the particular 
document. So, when you read any of 
the following words, they will have a 
specific meaning in terms of the Elec-
trical Installation Regulations of the 
Occupational Health and Safety Act 
(Act 85 of 1993), even though it might 

mean something completely different 
to you, now or under different circum-
stances. If you really do not want to 
lose proper context, it is advisable to 
read the first paragraph together with 
the word or words of the ‘definition’, so 
to speak. Some of these definitions are 
also regulations in their own right, like 
the next one, ‘Certificate of Compli-
ance’, namely Regulation No 7, which 
we will get to a little later on. 

So, let us continue …
‘Certificate of Compliance’ means 
(a) A certificate with a unique number 
obtainable from the chief inspector, or a 
person appointed by the chief inspector, 
in the form of Annexure 1 and issued by a 
registered person in respect of an electri-
cal installation or part of an electrical 
installation; or 
(b) A certificate of compliance issued 
under the Electrical Installation Regula-
tions, 1992. 

Yes, this is the Certificate of Compli-
ance (CoC) they are talking about. 
Firstly, it has to have a unique number. 
I am not aware of any unique numbers 
issued by the chief inspector though. 
Secondly, the Certificate of Compliance 
must contain all the information as per 
the example in the Electrical Installa-
tion Regulations 2009 and marked as 
Annexure 1. If not, the CoC is not valid. 
Also understand that there are other 
CoCs besides the CoC for electrical 

installations – you will find that there 
are Certificates of Compliance that are 
issued for lifting machinery such as 
goods lifts. 

The CoC referred to in the Electri-
cal Installation Regulations 2009 is a 
unique document, specifically for elec-
trical installations and as I said, should 
be identical to Annexure 1.

The next definition reads…
‘Electrical contractor’ means a person 
who undertakes to perform electrical 
installation work on behalf of any other 
person, but excludes an employee of 
such first-mentioned person;

I work for a company that does 
electrical contracting work so can I call 
myself an ‘electrical contractor’? No 
you cannot. You can only call yourself 
an ‘electrical contractor’ if you are reg-
istered with the Department of Labour 
as a contractor and that you comply 
with a couple of other do’s and don’ts, 
but we will discuss that when we get 
to Regulation 6.

Next we get a very interesting defini-
tion. This definition does not transpose 
into an autonomous Regulation, but 
appears in many of them.
‘Electrical installation’ means any 
machinery, in or on any premises, used 
for the transmission of electricity from a 
point of control to a point of consump-
tion anywhere on the premises, including 
any article forming part of such an elec-

trical installation irrespective of whether 
or not it is part of the electrical circuit, but 
excluding
(a) Any machinery of the supplier 
related to the supply of electricity on the 
premises;
(b) Any machinery which transmits elec-
trical energy in communication, control 
circuits, television or radio circuits;
(e) An electrical installation on a vehicle, 
vessel, train or aircraft; and
(d) Control circuits of 50 V or less between 
different parts of machinery or system 
components, forming a unit that are 
separately installed and derived from 
an independent source or an isolating 
transformer …

Now this definition is the source of 
many an argument, difference of opin-
ion, mini war or whatever you would 
like to call it. You see, a CoC is issued for 
an 'electrical installation'. If you do not 
believe me, read the definition ‘Cer-
tificate of Compliance’, which clearly 
states that it is issued for an ‘electrical 
installation’. 

Now why is it that so many well-re-
spected people insist that CoCs cover 
geysers, lights and other stuff? I get 
the feeling it is people who are either 
unsure of themselves or they are out 
to make more money than is necessary 
from the unsuspecting public. 

Well, ladies and gentlemen, I’d like 
anyone to tell me where it states that 
the electrical installation in my newly 
completed outbuilding must have a 
light fitting (luminaire) installed other-
wise I cannot issue a CoC.

I’ll leave you with that thought until 
we meet again next time.

DEHN AFRICA (PTY) LTD, the local subsidiary of Germany-based 
lightning and surge protection, earthing components and safety 
equipment manufacturer, DEHN + SÖHNE, recently ran a two day 
workshop on high-voltage-resistant insulated (HVI®) conductors. 
The workshop was run by Thomas Dietl, DEHN + SÖHNE’s product 
manager, lightning protection and grounding, who is based in 
Neumarkt, Germany. 

The 27 delegates were hosted by DEHN AFRICA to learn more 
about the company’s HVI system, which has been designed to 

maintain separation distance. 
The high-voltage-resistant, insulated HVI conductors (HVI Light, 

Long and Power) prevent uncontrolled flashover to metal or elec-
tric components. DEHN’s HVI conductors also allow for installations 
without an equipotential bonding connection to the building or 
structure at the end of an adjustment range. 

To find out more about future workshops at DEHN Africa, go to 
http://www.dehn-africa.com/en-za/dehnacademy

Enquiries: +27 11 704 1487

Expert presents successful two day HVI workshop
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