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In the previous instalment we digressed from 
the Electrical Installation Regulations 2009 
forming part of the Occupational Health and 

Safety Act (Act 85 of 1993), to take a quick 
superficial look at the latest Code of Practice 
for The Wiring of Premises, SANS 10142-1:2017 
Edition 2, which was published and came into 
effect in March 2017. The idea was to have a brief 
look at the new edition and then revert to the 
Electrical Installation Regulations and carry-on 
from where we left off with the requirements for 
the Registration of Electrical Contractors. At a later 
stage, we would then look at SANS 10142-1:2017 
Edition 2 in more detail. But after spotting the 
error with reference to the Electrical Installations 
2012, instead of 2009, I have decided to complete 
the intro pages, to satisfy that wannabe detective 
(with a touch of OCD?) in me …

So here we are, SANS 10142-1:2017 Edition 2 
– brand spanking new. At first glance, it appeared 
as if all the previous SANS 10142-1 amendment 
baggage had been dropped. I refer,  of course, to 
the multiple references to clauses that have been 
dropped, vertical lines next to paragraphs indicating 
changes, document date references in the top right-
hand corner that from one page to the next, can 
reference 2003, 2012, 2008 and others. It must 
have been very confusing for the person not working 
with this SANS Code on a daily basis, or having to 
consult SANS 10142-1 for the first time.

Pardon me for sounding a little negative when I 
say this, but for the past fourteen years, since SANS 
10142-1:2003 Edition 1.1, the introduction read:

“Introduction 
In this edition, an attempt has been made to move 
towards the IEC codes: extra low voltage (below 
50 V) and d.c. applications (up to 1,5 kV) have been 
introduced as new requirements owing to the ex-
tensive usage of, and increased fire risk that results 
from, high load currents.” 

The above quote is copied verbatim from the latest 
edition. How is it that we still come across words like 
“an attempt has been made” and “introduced as 
new”… after all this time? 

Something else that has bothered me for a while 
is found in the second black-bordered text box in the 
Introduction – the one dealing with the OHS Act. 
Depending on your exact time in space, it can be 
rather contradictory, and I quote:

“Because this part of SANS 10142 is continually 
updated, problems can arise on which version of 
the standard will be applicable when a contract is 
signed. The date of approval of the latest revision 

or amendment of this part of SANS 10142 will 
be the implementation date of the revision or the 
amendment. The applicable version of this part of 
SANS 10142 is the one with the latest implementation 
date before the contract date. So contracts signed 
before the approval of an amendment shall be 
carried out in accordance with the provisions of 
the unamended standard. If an existing installation 
is extended or altered, such extension or alteration 
shall comply with the provisions of this part of 
SANS 10142 that were applicable at the time of the 
erection of the extension or alteration.”

Now the above makes perfect sense. The fact 
that we have a current publication date, namely 
March 2017 for Edition 2, makes explaining what 
I mean a little easier. Many contracts are signed a 
few weeks or even months before the contractor 
moves onto site. Here I am thinking perhaps of a 
fairly large Government, infrastructure or housing 
project where the tender closed in, say, December 
2016 and the contractor only happens to be 
allowed to go on site in, say, May 2017 owing to 
negotiations and procurement timelines. The 
contract signed of course, is the one containing 
all the conditions prevailing at the time of tender… 
namely SANS 10142-1:2012 Edition 1.8. In this 
case, the contract is signed in December 2016 
and construction only starts in June 2017… with 
completion perhaps only in 2018 or 2019.

At first, it seems quite simple – the Code 
applicable in the above example would be SANS 
10142-1: 2012 Edition 1.8. 

But wait … in the very next paragraph that 
condition seems to be ignored and SANS 10142-1: 
2017 Edition 2 appears to be the applicable Code. 
“The edition of the standard that was applicable at 
the date of erection of an electrical installation is to 
be considered the edition defining the requirements 
applicable to that particular electrical installation.”

Let me illustrate … according to the 2012 Edition 
1.8, there are no requirements to have water heaters 
on earth leakage (6.16.2), but in 2017 Edition 2, water 
heaters require earth leakage.

A second issue is that of socket outlets. 
Currently, there is no compulsory requirement to 
install SANS 164-2 sockets. But, as from 2018, it 
will be compulsory to install socket outlets that 
incorporate at least one SANS 164-2 socket – 
either singularly or in combination with the current 
standard 3 pin 16 A socket. 

Coming back to the example. Where there are 
additions in 2021 to an installation completed in 
2018 or 2019 … it may well be that a less informed 
accredited person at that time might insist that the 
original CoC is not valid.

It is funny how you start doubting and questioning 
each and every nuance of what is written, when you 
find a few grey areas before you have 
even reached the ‘contents’ page.

Well, that’s that for the moment. We 
will return to the rest of SANS 10142-
1: 2017 Edition 2 after my promised 
look at the registration of the Electrical 
Contractor.

The Electrical Installation Regulations 
has the following to say about the electri-
cal contractor registration topic:

Electrical contractor 
6. (1) No person may do electrical 
installation work as an electrical 
contractor unless that person has  
been registered as an electrical 
contractor in terms of these Regulations. 
(2) Any person who does electrical 
installation work as an electrical 
contractor shall register annually in 
the form of Annexure 3 with the chief 
inspector or a person appointed by the 
chief inspector. 
(3) An application for registration as 
referred to in subregulation (2) shall be 
accompanied by the fee prescribed by 
regulation 14. 
(4) The chief inspector or a person 
appointed by the chief inspector 
shall register any person referred to 
in subregulation (1) as an electrical 

contractor and enter such registration into the 
national database: Provided that such person –
(a) has a fixed address and a telephone; and 
(b) employs a registered person in a full-time 
capacity, or is himself or herself a registered 
person. 

Please take careful note of (4)(b)… the keywords 
are: “employs … full-time” and “himself/herself a 
registered person”!

Annex 3 of the Electrical Installation Regulations 
2009 is the official application form used to register 
as an Electrical Contractor. All the above items and 
more, are addressed in the application form, for 
example, the Particulars of the Applicant, particulars 
of registered persons in the employ of the contractor 
and supporting documentation to substantiate the 
information supplied, to name a few. 

Electrical Installation Regulation 14 mandates the 
R120 application fee.

You can register for up to three years at a time 
and the Electrical Contractor Registration may be 
withdrawn in terms of Regulation 12.

Thanks for visiting. Till next time…
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