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I think those of us in the industry know about the 
requirements for a Certificate of Compliance 
(CoC) for an electrical instillation. This certifi-

cate has problems; if you come across a switch-
board that has been modified and you have to 
install a new circuit breaker, do you write out that 
your certificate only covers the new circuit breaker 
or do you tell the client that the whole board has 
to be wired to specification? Tricky. My advice is: 
at least inspect the installation and check that it 
seems ‘reasonably safe’. Make sure the certificate 
for your work reflects this. Take a photograph of 
the installation before you leave. I’ll say that again: 
take a photograph of the installation before you 
leave. 

Here’s a little story: A client of mine asked me 
to get a CoC for the whole of a 12 storey building 
she owned. I contacted my favourite electrical 
contractor, James, and asked him to fix it up. 
I said, “It’s being sold, so that which is illegally 
connected, disconnect. Fix all the missing circuit 
breaker blanks on the distribution boards, make 
sure the earth leakages work, refurnish all the 
neutral connections, check lights for earthing 
and glanding. And stuff. And take a photo of 
the installation before you leave”. All this was 
done. The certificate was produced and the new 
owner moved in and appointed his own electrical 
contractor to check the place out.

Soon, disturbingly, I heard from my client that 
the certificate James and I produced was no 
good. The new owner provided a document which 
showed photographs of distribution boards with 
cover plates missing, no labels, neutral wires 
misconnected, cable glands missing, earth wire 
missing... you get the picture. My client was very 
angry. So I showed my client all the photographs 
we had taken and she calmed down. 

But the new owner didn’t. He claimed our 
photographs were false (this was before the days 
of Photoshop) and that the bill for fixing everything 
was R500 000. The bill, he noted, excluded, “The 

vast sum that will be required to refurbish the 
medium voltage switch room,” a photograph of 
which was attached. It did look a bit grim: bus bar 
covers missing, exposed transformer bushings, 
a clear oil leak from one of the circuit breakers 
(which, as I recognised, dated from before the 
Second World War). Two of the protection relays 
were missing from their cases. A shambles. 

I got hold of James and told him the story. 
He and I agreed that the new owner’s contractor 
had sabotaged the installation to make extra 
bucks. The scaly dogs. “But,” said James, “Let’s 
have a meeting with the new client and the new 
contractor.” So we did. 

Our client was present and I was a bit fearful. 

At the meeting, James had a packet of 10 x 8 
(A4) photographs of the various switchboards 
we’d worked on. We sat down. He produced 
the photos. The client brushed them aside. All 
fake. In fact, he said, they were taken after his 
contractor had fixed everything. James gave 
him one of the photographs and a magnifying 
glass. Telling the client to look closely, he 
pointed out that in each photograph was a 
picture of the switchboard and James. James 
was holding a copy of a newspaper with the 
date on it. And the date was one day before 
we had issued the CoC.

“Okay,” said the new owner dismissively, 
“All very well, but what about the medium 

voltage switch room?” It was a disaster. The 
sub-station could blow up and catch fire. The 
insurers were very worried and lawyers had 
been advised. Terribly concerning. I had done 
my homework though; I had a letter from the 
City of Cape Town’s electricity department. 
In it they referred to my earlier letter and 
advised that (a) The medium voltage switch 
room was not part of the building that had 
been sold, but was City Council property and 
(b) It had been decommissioned some years 
earlier and was no longer live. It was being 
scrapped. 

So that was that. Always take a photograph 
– with a newspaper!
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The South African Institute of Electrical Engi-
neers (SAIEE) has appointed Sicelo Xulu as 
its new CEO. Sicelo will start his three-year 

term this year, taking over the reins from Stan Brid-
gens who has held the position for more than 12 
years.

A Fellow of the SAIEE, Sicelo Xulu served as 
President of the AMEU from 2014 to 2016. He 
is a Professional Engineering Technologist and is 
a Certified Director with the Institute of Directors 
of SA (IoDSA). He holds a B-Tech in Electrical 
Engineering from the Central University of 
Technology, a BSc Honours from the University 
of Pretoria and an MPhil in Electrical Engineering 
(cum laude) from the University of Johannesburg. 
He has completed an Accelerated Directorship 
Programme with IoDSA and the Executive 
Development Programme and Municipal Finance 
Management Programme with the Wits Business 
School.

Sicelo has worked in a range of electrical 
engineering capacities, starting his career at 
Eskom in 1995. He joined City Power in 2002 and 
worked his way up to become the CEO of City 
Power in 2012, a position he held until August 
2017.

The SAIEE’s recruitment panel undertook a 
rigorous process of interviews and assessments 
of all the applicants considered for the CEO’s 
position at the Institute and Sicelo was selected 
as the best candidate for the post.

SAIEE President Dr Hendri Geldenhuys said, “We 
wish Sicelo all the best in his new role as SAIEE CEO, 
and we trust that he will enjoy the challenge and 
help the SAIEE to move from strength to strength in 
this rapidly changing environment we live in.”

Enquiries: www.saiee.org.za

http://www.safehousesa.co.za/



