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⎪ SAIChE IChemE news ⎪

Western Cape Members Group
In the first half of 2018, two very successful 
webinars were arranged by Prof Jim Petrie 
and hosted by IChemE at UCT.

The committee members of the Western-
Cape Student Chapter, Kai and Alexandra, 
promoted SAIChE-IChemE at the University 
of Cape Town’s, Engineering and Built 
Environment (EBE) Postgraduate Student 
Council (PGSC), a student governance body 
that aims to provide a lasting impression of 
university experiences to its postgraduate 
students. Annually, the council organises a 
variety of events that are aimed at moulding 
postgraduate students into individuals that 
are socially conscious in addition to achiev-
ing academic excellence. The events entail 
networking, career development and giving 
back to the community.

The Student Chapter planned to have a 
panel of three women engineers to address 
students and to celebrate ‘Women’s Month’. 
Additionally, they have planned to hold an 
event on the theme of sustainability. The idea 
is to have a variety of chemical engineers from 
different industries address members on sus-
tainable design in industry, which should lead 
to some lively and rigorous debate.

In the last quarter of 2018, several indus-
trial excursions are scheduled. The Student 
Chapter has arranged a farewell function in 
October, to wish students well for the final 
examinations. The Branch is also hoping to 
arrange an event to facilitate interaction 
amongst engineers in industry, academia 
and among the general membership, with the 
intention of making it an annual event.

MechChem Africa summarises recent events and activities of the SAIChE 
IChemE regional members groups in the Western Cape, Gauteng and 
KwaZulu-Natal.

Attendees at the 2018 UKZN Annual Research Day.

Practical Distillation
The KwaZulu-Natal group would like to 
invite you well in advance to the course 
‘Practical Distillation Technology With 
Henry Kister’ from the 29th to 31st July 
2019 at Birchwood Hotel & OR Tambo 
Conference Centre in Boksburg.

Gauteng. Course registration is 
R35  000 for the full three days and in-
cludes Kister’s latest textbooks and all 
the course notes, teas, coffees, snacks 
and lunch. Please note that SAIChE 
IChemE members get 10% discount and 
that companies sending more than ten 
delegates get 5% discount.

courses@saiche.org.za

Kai and Alexandra of the Western-Cape Student chapter, 
who promoted SAIChE IChemE at the University of 
Cape Town’s Engineering and Built Environment (EBE) 
Postgraduate Student Council (PGSC).

Carl Sandrock, chair of SAIChE IChemE’s Gauteng Branch, explains the various processes of whisky 
making.

Brand manager of The Glenlivet, Isaac Pooe, informs SAIChE IChemE attendees on the tasting and 
appreciation of whisky.

SAIChE IChemE Members Group news

If you would like to participate in 
any of the above-mentioned events, 
please contact the Western Cape 
Branch via saiche@mweb.co.za

Gauteng Members Group
Carl Sandrock, chairman of the 
Gauteng Branch, provided a fascinat-
ing look into some of the history and 
technicalities of whisky distillation. 
The importance of the best ingredi-
ents, ie, water, barley and yeast, as 
well as the intricacies of the malting, 
mashing, fermentation, distillation 
and maturation processes, were 
discussed. The presentation included 
showing the designs of the copper 
stills at the various traditional distill-
eries. These not only allow some of 
the flavours unique to each distillery 
to be developed, but are also works 
of art in their own right.

The event was kindly supported by brand 
manager of The Glenlivet, Isaac Pooe, who 
informed the attendees on the tasting and 
appreciation of whisky and also surprised 
them with a donation for tasting purposes 
of The Glenlivet Founders Reserve, First Fill 
(white American Oak) from the new Nadurra 
range, as well as an exquisite 18-year-old 
example of such.

After some hors d’oeuvres, the tasting 
continued with strong examples of the wide 
range of whiskey styles and flavours on 
offer to the consumer. Additional tastings 

included the new experimental Project XX 
from Glenfiddich, which incorporated blend-
ing of 20 specially selected but very diverse 
casks of Glenfiddich Single Malt. Unusually, 
the tasting notes suggested taking this whisky 
with a flake of salt, literally.

Showing that whiskey does not have to 
be overly expensive to be enjoyable, the 
directly imported Glen Moray 12-year-old 
Elgin Heritage provided easy drinking and 
value for money. This whiskey is distilled in 
the Speyside region in northeastern Scotland, 
which has the greatest concentration of malt 

whisky producers in the world compared to 
every other whisky-producing region.

The evening ended with a wonderful 
smokey Quarter Cask Laphroaic, named after 
the maturation process, which takes place in 
quarter casks that speed up maturation and 
allow generous oak contact – in technical 
terms, think surface area to liquid volume 
– which impressed tasters with the intense 
peatiness of a true Islay whiskey.

Judging by the high level of interest and 
the convivial atmosphere that prevailed at 
this event, this may become an annual event. 
Please keep a look out on your emails for the 
next one.

KwaZulu-Natal Members Group
This year the South African Institution of 
Chemical Engineers’ KwaZulu-Natal Branch 
hosted its annual Research Day on the 15th of 
August at the School of Engineering building 
of the University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN). 
This was the tenth such event organised by 
the Branch. The inaugural Research Day was 

held on 21st August 2008 at the Innovation 
Centre at UKZN. 

As Elly Obwaka – the organiser of the in-
augural event and this year’s judge – recalls, 
the participants in that first event, a mere 
three presenters, were exclusively under-
graduate students presenting on projects 
undertaken in the various departments of 
chemical engineering in the region. This year 
all participants were either postgraduate 
students or academics, representing a full 
half-day symposium of eight presenters. 

Obwaka also noted with interest the vast 
improvement in the assessment of the entries. 
For the 2018 event, presenters’ abstracts 
were critically assessed and on this basis 
eight oral presenters and five poster pre-
senters were selected. At the event, further 
assessment of the poster artefacts and oral 
presentations were carried out. 

The winner of the oral presentation 
category was Dr Matthew Lasich, a lecturer 
at Mangosuthu University of Technology, 
who presented a paper entitled ‘Sorption of 

natural gas in cement hydrate by Monte Carlo 
simulation’. 

The first runner up was Boldwin Mutsvene 
from Durban University of Technology (DUT) 
who presented a paper called ‘Enhanced bio-
hydrogen production from carbohydrate-rich 
industrial wastewater’, while In third place was 
Sphesihle Mtsweni a PhD student at DUT and 
an nGap lecturer at Mangosuthu University 
of Technology who presented a paper titled 
‘Effect of controlling factors on horizontal 
roughing filter performance: the pre-treatment 
of domestic greywater’. 

The winner of the poster presentation 
category was EK Armah, also from DUT, 
who presented a poster titled ‘Anaerobic co-
digestion of agricultural biomass with industrial 
wastewater for biogas production’. 

Congratulations to all participants and 
thank you for your support over the past ten 
years. q


