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Wind farm  
contractors under  
pressure

BUILDING CONTRACTORS IN SA: 
navigating rules, risks and an 
uneasy recovery

How do we define  
A SMART CITY?

GVK-SIYA ZAMA CONSTRUCTION: 
Agility, accountability  
and anchored growth

https://youtu.be/uxryoP-4ecI


The rough-and-ready workhorse. No distractions. Just grading.

• Traditional antler controls that put every movement directly in 
the operator’s hands

• Favoured by operators who trust machine feel and proven 
fundamentals

The advanced performer. Built for accuracy, consistency, and control. 

• Fingertip or dual joystick control options
•         Built for operators who demand repeatable accuracy from
           start to finish     

When precision, automation, and repeatable results matter most, 
P-Tier supports your operator with technology that works as hard as 
they do.

JOYSTICK CONTROL

Technology-led gradingPure Grading Power

ANTLER CONTROL

YOURCHOOSE

JohnDeereAME JohnDeere JohnDeereAfrica

*Terms and conditions apply. (Available at https://www.deere.africa/en/)
https://www.deere.africa/en/ I africa@johndeere.com I Customer care: 0800 983 821

https://www.deere.africa/en/motor-graders/
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CESA President
 Dr. Vishal Haripersad.
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Vishaal Lutchman, 
Group CEO of GIBB 

Holdings (GIBB).
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Redesigned. Reimagined. Reinforced.
Discover the Flygt 2401

The upgraded Flygt 2401 is a robust and reliable 
90kW submersible drainage pump, engineered 
for superior performance and extended 
operational life in harsh environments. 

Building on a proven design, the 2401 now 
incorporates the advanced shaft and bearing 
technology of the 2450 series, resulting in 
a powerhouse pump that boosts reliability, 
increases time between services, and ultimately 
reduces lifecycle costs.

xylem.com

https://www.xylem.com/en-za/
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Left: Craig Laskey, Group SHEQ Manager for 
GVK-Siya Zama Construction. Right: Gareth 
Robb, GVK-Siya Zama’s Contracts Director in 
the Western Cape.
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Larissa Soobrayan, Consultant 
Visual Communication, 

Sustainability
at Zutari.
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Palabora Mining Company (PMC) - controlled blasting and toppling of 107 m compromised concrete converter stack.
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Earthworks in progress at Highlands North – all demolition rubble was crushed to G5 specification and repurposed as backfill, supporting waste 
reduction and sustainable site rehabilitation.
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Munitorial building implosion 2013 – another iconic landmark safely and expertly demolished by Draco Group — shaping the future while respecting 
history.

Rehabilitation & demolition of Beatrix 2 shaft & outbuildings for 
Sibanye Stillwater.
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MUNITORIAL BUILDING IMPLOSION 2013 – 
Another iconic landmark safely and expertly demolished by Draco Group — shaping the 

future while respecting history.

TURNKEY
SOLUTIONS WITH A 
DIFFERENCE.

DEMOLITION
From implosions, mechanical demolitions & soft strip-outs

REHABILITATION
Rehabilitation of mines

ASBESTOS ABATEMENT
Cost effective hazardous waste services

EARTHWORKS
Accurate and cost effective earthwork services

CONTACTS:
Tel: 010 220 5002 | Email: info@dracogroup.co.za  |

Website: www.dracogroup.co.za  | Facebook: https://web.facebook.com/thenewdracogroup/ 
LinkeIn: linkedin.com/company/draco-groupdemolition/  | Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/@DracoGroup12
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GVK-Siya Zama’s CFO, 
John de Sousa.

https://www.siyazama.co.za/
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The award-winning Transnet HQ 
re-development had stringent 

compliance, reporting and fiscal 
accountability requirements.

High-profile developments such as the Amazon corporate office brought global visibility and heightened governance expectations.

https://www.siyazama.co.za/
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Regional developments such as Soshanguve Mall carry unique socioeconomic dynamics.

Dock Road luxury apartments, V&A Waterfront. 
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CSV Construction is partnering with 
AfriSam to upgrade the Bayside Canal 
outfall system.

https://www.afrisam.co.za/
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substantially raising its capacity. It also needs to allow for 
easier maintenance and periodic clearing of litter. 
“The design includes two 140 metres long primary 

sedimentation ponds which will allow heavier suspended 
matter to settle out,” he says, “while the 460 metre long 
secondary treatment canal will ensure that finer suspended 
matter also drops out of suspension as the water passes 
through.”
After passing through the sedimentation ponds, stormwater 

will flow over a weir into a secondary treatment canal, allowing 
for the uptake of nutrients and physical filtration of pollutants 
by the reeds. A new bypass channel of almost 600 metres is 
also being developed along the eastern boundary of the R27 
to bypass the primary and secondary ponds and drain freely 
directly to Rietvlei when the water level in the Bayside Canal 
exceeds the weir level of 2,9 m MSL.
CSV Construction was handed the site in November in 2023, 

and earthmoving machines were busy from January 2024. 
With construction activity taking place directly in the path of 
a flowing water course, the project was scheduled around the 
Cape’s rainy season in winter. The bulk of the work has been 
planned to take place during the dry summer months. Pospech 
points out that, during the winter months of 2024, there were 
occasions when the entire seven hectare site  
was submerged – although an efficient pumping regime 
allowed work to resume on the higher levels. Temporary  
berms were also constructed to mitigate the regular  

surges of water flow that would follow each rainfall. 
“In Phase 1 of the project, we cleared reeds and removed 

sludge, importing pioneer material – or dump rock – from 
AfriSam to stabilise the access road and gabion areas,” explains 
Pospech. “The gabion baskets, which are mostly 1 metre by  
1 metre by 3 metres in size, were then constructed, after which 
AfriSam also supplied a clayey overburden material of the 
appropriate plasticity index.”
The work involves extensive earthworks, with some  

45 000 m3 being excavated down to depths of 1 to 1,5 metres. 
Clearing of reed beds has been conducted using long-boom 
excavators and articulated dump trucks, which stockpiled the 
material to drain before reloading onto trucks for removal from 
site. 
Earthworks prepare the way for 12 000 m3 of dump rock 

for stabilisation – to be covered by around 20 000 m3 of 
overburden. About 15 000 tonnes of large stones of up to  
200 mm in size are being delivered for the gabion baskets. 
The contract is also making use of 3 500 m3 of G4 material, 

which is stabilised with cement. According to Ian Trimmel, 
Territory Sales Manager for AfriSam, the range of material 
required for the project is sourced from the company’s nearby 
Peninsula quarry. 
“Material such as dump rock can add complexity to 

the supply logistics,” says Trimmel. “Not all trucks can 
accommodate the size and impact of dump rock, for example, 
and we adjusted our arrangements to ensure that trucks could 
navigate the quarry to collect certain materials.”
As part of AfriSam’s commitment to the project, a dedicated 

gabion stone plant was established. Traditionally, this size  
of stone is usually hand-picked from dumps. However, the  
large volumes required by this project meant AfriSam  

About 15 000 tonnes of large stones of up to 200 mm in size are being delivered for 
the gabion baskets.

https://www.afrisam.co.za/
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Earthworks have prepared the way for 12 000 m3 of dump rock for stabilisation.

A 460 metre long secondary treatment canal will ensure that finer matter 
also drops out of suspension as the water passes through. The design includes two 140 metres long primary sedimentary ponds.

AfriSam is supplying the specialist material from its nearby Peninsula 
Quarry.

https://www.afrisam.co.za/
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BEST CONTRACTORS

STRUCTURED LEADERSHIP. NATIONAL 
CAPABILITY. ENDURING PERFORMANCE.
Established in 1999, Ruwacon has grown from a building contractor focusing on repair & 
maintenance projects into a nationally active construction group operating across civil engineering, 
general building, plant hire and scaffolding. With more than 26 years of industry experience and an 
annual turnover remaining above R2-billion, the company has built its reputation on disciplined 
execution, structured governance and long-term client relationships.

Ruwacon operates across South Africa, including in 
remote and logistically demanding regions, delivering 

infrastructure and building projects that support economic 
growth and community development. Its CIDB 9CE and 9GB 
classifications confirm its capacity to undertake projects of 
unlimited value across civil and general building disciplines, 
but the company’s identity extends beyond regulatory grading. 
At its core, Ruwacon is defined by experienced leadership, 
operational diversity and a hands-on management culture.

Leadership with construction at its core
Ruwacon was founded by Managing Director Pieter Ruthven, a 
third-generation building contractor whose practical industry 
experience continues to shape the company’s strategic 
direction. With extensive exposure to both public and private 
sector developments, Ruthven has guided Ruwacon’s steady 
expansion while maintaining a disciplined approach to risk, 
quality and financial control. His background in property 
development and business management has reinforced a 
culture that balances operational capability with commercial 
oversight.
Board Chairperson and Chief Executive Officer Valentine 

Rantsoareng brings broad executive experience and business 
acumen to the organisation. As a distinguished business 
leader with interests across multiple sectors, his oversight 

strengthens the company’s governance framework and long-
term strategic positioning.
The executive team further reflects a blend of technical 

and financial expertise. Financial Director Hansie Rheeder, a 
chartered accountant with experience at Coopers & Lybrand, 
contributes strong financial governance and compliance 
oversight. His background in audit, taxation and forensic 
accounting reinforces disciplined fiscal management across the 
group. A firm grip on the company’s operational expenditure 
and financial savvy ensures that Ruwacon is able to remain 
operational and profitable.
Commercial Director Reeza Seedat, a professionally 

registered quantity surveyor and project manager with an MBA 
and international professional accreditation (MRICS), leads 
commercial and risk management functions. His expertise in 
project costing, contract administration and risk mitigation 
ensures that projects are managed with precision and financial 
accountability.
Marketing Director Palesa Rantsoareng contributes strategic 

brand direction and stakeholder engagement, strengthening 
the company’s presence and brand awareness within the built 
environment.
Collectively, the leadership team combines construction 

heritage, financial governance, commercial oversight, strategic 
business insight and most importantly, a wealth of experience. 
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Traditional Building Contracts

Full Turnkey (Design & Build) Solutions

Development & Property Management

Strategic Partnerships, Including
Public-Private Collaborations (PPP)

Empowering Developers, Communities, Architects,
Engineers, and QS Partners in Building a Resilient
South Africa
With a highly experienced team and a
collaborative mindset, we deliver innovative, safe,
and high-quality construction services across all
sectors—residential, commercial, industrial, and
specialized projects. From tender/negotiation to
construction implementation and completion , our
integrated approach ensures projects are
completed on time, with Health and Safety and
Quality standards prioritised.

info@tri-star.co.za info.cape@tri-star.co.za

(012) 687 1000 (021) 001 0062

www.tri-starconstruction.co.za

We work closely with developers, architects, and
QS professionals to bring visions effectively to life,
supporting the Value Engineering process—
whether it is multi-unit housing, high-rise
residential towers, commercial hubs, industrial
facilities, retail outlets, or bespoke developments.
Our comprehensive, efficient processes deliver
superior quality, precision, and performance at
every stage, fostering trusted collaborations and
lasting value for communities and stakeholders
alike.

Our Core Competencies

GAUTENG WESTERN CAPE

E+C March Cover.indd   2 2026/02/25   14:37:11

https://www.tri-starconstruction.co.za/
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Chetan Mistry, Strategy and Marketing Manager at Xylem Africa, WSS
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Engineered Precast Structures 
For High-Performance Builds
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Innovative Precast 
Concrete Solutions 

for Fast-Track 
Municipal Service 

Delivery 
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CONSTRUCTION CHEMICALS

0861 1ASHAK
0861 127 425

sales@ashak.co.za
www.ashak.co.za

A.Shak Construction Chemicals offers a wide range of products:

• Bonding Agents
• Chemical anchors
• Concrete bonding
• Concrete crack repair
• Concrete release agents
• Concrete repair mortars
• Curing compounds
• Epoxy adhesives
• Epoxy grout
• Joint sealants
• Non-shrink grouts
• Precast repairs
• Waterproofing

Our Coatings and Bonding Agents are 

low in VOC’s and comply to 

ISO 6503:1984 for lead content.

Providing quality products to the South African 
Construction industry for 68 years.

https://www.ashak.co.za/


https://afgriequipment.co.za/afgri-equipment-construction/



