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In the last year and a half, the digitalisation of daily life has gained even more momen-
tum. Likewise, the achievement of climate targets and the preservation of our envi-

ronment are playing an ever-greater role. Accordingly, these are the two developments 
that run through the top themes of Light + Building 2022 as unifying elements. These 
are: Green Deal & Sustainability, Electrification & Digitalisation and Light & Design. 

“Breaking new ground” is the motto for the reunion at Light + Building from 13 to 
18 March 2022. The new concept is in place and preparations are in full swing for the 
event, and let us all hope that come the first quarter of next year, the world will still 
be in a position to host such conferences and exhibitions. 

“In a few months’ time, the lighting and building service technology sector will 
experience the new start of the trade fair business,” said Wolfgang Marzin, President 
and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Messe Frankfurt GmbH in a recent interview. 
He noted that many exhibitors have confirmed their booth spaces (including a strong 
presence of European and especially Italian exhibitors). On 18 hall levels, the com-
panies will show a range of products and services on the subjects of lighting and 
building service technology that is unique in terms of breadth and depth, so that Light 
+ Building 2022 will once again be the world’s leading performance and innovation 
show for the industry.

 Along with so many other things in the post-COVID world, Light + Building’s new 
concept as the leading international meeting place for lighting and building service 
technology provides for the industry to come together both on site in Frankfurt am 
Main and digitally. At the Exhibition Centre, exhibitors will present a product spectrum 
for integrated building planning that is unique in terms of breadth and depth. All elec-
tricity-carrying trades are united here: from lighting and luminaire design, connected 
security and building automation to electrical installation systems, intelligent energy 
management and the providers of e-charging infrastructure.

However, new perspectives are opening up for exhibitors and visitors in the digital 
space: for the first time, a digital platform will be available – Light + Building Digital 
Extension – in addition to and extending the event from 13-25 March. It is hoped that 
this will increase reach and flexibility – both for exhibiting companies and visitors. In the 
future, participation will be possible across borders and continents and independent 
of travel restrictions.

Turning our attention to the themes of the event once more, the main theme Green 
Deal & Sustainability focuses on systems that contribute to sustainably increasing the 
energy efficiency of buildings and cities. The basis for this is the optimal use of built-up 
areas, a broad collection and evaluation of data and resource cycles that are as closed 
as possible. Electrification & Digitalisation focuses on efficient planning, optimal energy 
use and comfort in buildings. If the systems of the various trades work interoperably 
and are coupled with artificial intelligence, demand-oriented control of a property is 
permanently possible. The third top theme, Light & Design focuses on the quality and 
the design of lighting which play an important role in room and building planning. The 
topic of sustainability is evident in the use of natural materials and colours as well as 
the recycling of resources. It is shaping up to be another must-see event.

On that note, we at Lighting in Design would like to take this opportunity to wish 
all our readers the best for what remains of this year, and hope that 2022 brings new 
beginnings, opportunities and some respite from the seemingly relentless challenges 
of the last two years.
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EDspace
Editor’s comment.

A new way of lighting for a new retail experience
Opened on 1st August in Rosebank Mall, Johannesburg, SOKO District is a 
retail space which is home to multiple brands, all individually owned and run. 
A modular lighting system provides the flexibility needed for each brand to 
set itself apart.

School in informal settlement a shining light for community
Funded by a non-profit run by a prominent building-supplies company in South 
Africa, this four-classroom primary school in Mayfair West serves students 
from the nearby Slovo Park informal settlement in Johannesburg and acts as 
glowing beacon for the community.

Lighting recommendations for hospitality projects
Lighting plays a significant role in setting the mood and atmosphere in an estab-
lishment, whether it be a restaurant, hotel, resort or casino. There is no single 
formula to abide by or a ‘one size fits all’ approach. It is important to create a 
careful balance between style, simplicity, functionality, and energy efficiency.

Custom lighting for unique restaurant
By exploring the form and graphics of the building, LYT Architecture have  
added depth which is enriched by the constant views at The Highline Restaurant 
in Johannesburg. With custom lighting and graphics to make the space feel 
dynamic and alive, it is a space that engages guests from every angle.

Contemporary micro-apartments which ‘glow’
Uxolo Apartments is the first completed micro-unit residential development 
located in the Cape Town CBD. A façade of glass bricks not only lets in natural 
light, but also acts as a window into the world of the residents, emanating the 
interior lighting to the outside.
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Lighting design for healthcare
Lighting affects all aspects of the human experience and if used effectively in 
the healthcare environment can enhance patients’ experience and play a key 
role in healing.

News
A round up of the latest industry lighting news, including BEKA Schréder’s  
LED lighting solution for a popular recreational area in Hermanus, a  
dual-direction luminaire for effective commercial displays, pendant lighting 
questions answered and a new ‘sale section’ for an online lighting store.
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A new way of lighting for a 
new retail experience
Opened on 1st August in Rosebank Mall, Johannesburg, SOKO District is a retail space which is 

home to multiple brands, all individually owned and run.

Incorporating the Swahili word for ‘market’ ‘soko’, 
SOKO District aims to create a platform that 
“enables purpose-driven brands to create mean-

ingful connections with their customers” through a 
flexible digital leasing platform, without the signifi-
cant financial commitments in the traditional retail 
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environment. The district partners with like-minded 
entrepreneurs who want to encourage customers 
to experience products first-hand rather than on-
line, in a relatable space that fosters a sense of 
community and support for brands. It also plans 
to showcase new brands with the potential to 
grow beyond what may have been possible in a 
traditional retail setup.

“We are a technology forward company with 
a focus on regenerative retail,” explains Hanré 
Truter, SOKO co-founder and Head of Space. SOKO 
believes that retail should provide an opportunity 
for brands to re-tell their stories. In the spirit of 
Ubuntu, value is built through the experiences not 
of single brands, but a community of brands.

This ‘community of brands’ provided challenges 
for the design team who ultimately were creating 
something which didn’t previously exist – a  
1200 m2 space which could adapt its functionality 
to multiple users.

“From an architectural point of view,’ explains 
Truter, “the shape of the space, which was 
previously five stores which were consolidated into 
one, features a massive curvature which allowed 
for an 80m shopfront, 80% of which can fully open. 
This afforded us the opportunity to experiment 
with the grid in terms of square and radial layouts. 
Not only makes it an interesting space but also 
great for an experimental opportunity. Truter and 
the consultants explored their layout grid options 
to see how they could integrate the services and 
make them as modular and functional as possible.

“With all the services, especially the lighting, 
there was a high focus on the term flexibility 

– everything had to be as flexible and dynamic 
as possible to suit a multitude of tenants,” she 
explains. The solution was custom-designed 
tree-like structures that housed all the services. 
The ‘trunk’ contains modular power units on all 
four sides as well as an integrated audio system. 
Modular lighting – both linear and spotlights – are 
housed in the ‘branches’ while the trunk can also 
accommodate extra spotlights depending on the 
specific retailer’s function.

“Flexibility is enabled through a magnetic  
track where the light fittings click in and out 
into the different spots as needed,” says Truter.  
All the lighting installations were undertaken by 
Light Alliance in Johannesburg, including the focal 
point at the entrances, impressive solid wood 
cladding entrance boxes pierced with parallel strips 
of linear lighting.

Internally, the Town Hall area in the middle 
of the district, which will be utilised for events/
activations/exhibitions, includes a 6 m diameter 
round feature light with colour changing capabilities 
to provide customization to the area’s use.

After the success of the first location,  
SOKO District has plans to expand the concept 
both locally and internationally – “Let’s see where 
we go next!” says Truter. For her, the highlight 
of the construction project was the successful 
collaboration of the project team. “We wouldn’t 
have been able to do this without outstanding 
collaboration between architects, engineers, 
designers, and contractors like the lighting installer. 
That is why it turned out so well – it was a collective 
effort.”
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About SOKO District
Now more than ever, buying local and buying with 
intention is meaningful in ways that go far beyond 
just the benefit to self of the item purchased. By 
supporting a local retailer, you are helping to uplift 
and build. How? With a minimum of 20 retailers in 
the District, each retailer employs two people to 
operate the store which is open seven days a week. 
This means that more than 40 jobs are created. 
Many of SOKO District’s maiden retailers also had 
to upscale production because their sales have 
increased now that they have a retail space, which 
in turn creates even more jobs. So, any purchase 
from one of these locally lekker retailers contributes 
to the growth of small business development in 
South Africa.

Ricardo Rocha, co-founder and CEO of SOKO 
District explains: “Our regenerative marketplace 
is a retail space of co-creation where one of the 

guiding principles is community. By listening to 
our retailers, working with them and offering them 
lease flexibility, we help these businesses grow in 
the most effective way. Despite the boom in the 
e-commerce space, people still have a need for 
authentic personal interactions and meaningful 
experiences. SOKO District is grounded in a sense 
of local community and belonging. By supporting 
the brands at SOKO District, you will also discover 
how amazing some of our local products are rather 
than supporting big global brands.”

Sustainability
Each brand within the district has a completely 
customisable space which means customers can 
easily find and recognise their favourite store. From 
a shop-fitting perspective, nothing goes to waste. 
Even shop branding is carefully recycled into stylish 
shopping bags after use.
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On the 9th floor of the new Courtyard Hotel 
in Waterfall City is the spectacular Highline 
Restaurant which boasts panoramic views 

stretching to the Magaliesburg mountain range. 
This rooftop restaurant and function area is a large 
double volume space with forms and arches that 
are inspired by the Victorian train stations giving 
one a sense of elegant nostalgia.

The restaurant is more than a dining experience 
– it is a work of art designed by LYT Architecture 

to be explored. From the beautiful arches that 
accent the volume and the black and white graphic 
patterns that add a dynamic feel to the mirrors 
that double the views, it delivers different design 
delights from every perspective.

Main bar
A bespoke arched pendant from Regent Lighting 
Solutions (RLS), with 171 suspended balloon 
filament bulbs in antique brass lamp holders, 

Custom lighting for unique 
restaurant
By exploring the form and graphics of the building, LYT Architecture have added depth which is enriched 

by the constant views at The Highline Restaurant in Johannesburg. With custom lighting and graphics 

to make the space feel dynamic and alive, it is a space that engages guests from every angle.
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creates an elegant arch over the bar and frames 
the magnificent view, drawing your focus to the 
horizon. 

The design challenge was to minimise movement 
and control the positioning of the suspended bulbs. 
Clear acrylic frames were designed to easily clip 
in between fittings and prevent the bulbs from 
colliding. To eliminate individual fixing points of 
the light bulbs onto the concrete arched ceiling, 
the fitting had to incorporate a bespoke u-shaped 
ceiling cup. This allowed fastening of the individual 
bulbs onto the ceiling cup at Regent Lighting’s 
factory, allowing only the assembly and suspension 
of the ceiling cups on site.

Formal seating area
On either side of the bar, above the more 
formalised, intimate seating areas, are bespoke 
26-way rectangular grid luminaires recess mounted 
into the ceiling. The steel grid was laser cut and 
fabricated from sheet metal to create the desired 

PRODUCTS SUPPLIED
Bespoke arched 171-way pendant 2200 K
Bespoke 26-way rectangular grid luminaire
Bespoke 750 mm long wall bracket with 350 mm diameter 
spun brass disk
Mito 135 14.5 W recessed downlighter
Raco 68 12 W surface mounted spotlight



sized u-channels, allowing easy access to wiring 
from above the fitting. 

Below these fittings and mounted onto the 
mirrored wall are bespoke luminaires with large 
brass disks complementing the modern industrial 
aesthetic fusion.

General lighting
Linear 17 x 8.5, 5 W per metre is used as 
ambient lighting in the coves and as strip lighting 
alongside the 28 W bespoke luminaire, adding 
to the elegance and warmth of the space.  
Mito 135 14.5 W downlighters and Raco 68 surface 
mounted spotlights were also used as general 
lighting. 

PROFESSIONAL TEAM
Developer: City Lodge Hotel Group
Architect: LYT Architecture
Electrical engineers: Claasen Auret Amandla Engineering
Project manager: Metrum Project Managers
Main contractor: Barrow Construction 
Electrical contractor: MRT Electrical
Photography: Courtesy LYT Architecture

 Renders of the lighting
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The 480 m2 Salvazione Christian School, 
designed by Local Studio, is situated down 
the road from Salvazione’s main school, a 

church building that had housed pre-kindergarten 
through grade seven. The new development 
accommodates the younger grades, allowing more 
space for the upper grades, which remain in the 
original building.

The two classrooms on the top floor benefit 
from the spaciousness provided by the arched 
ceiling, making the most out of the school’s small 
footprint. The façade – a lattice of clear, glazed, and 
insulated yellow panels that tempers transparency 

with privacy – and its double-vaulted rolled-zinc roof 
lend the building a welcoming appearance.

The transparency of the building allows the 
internal light to filter through to the surrounding 
streets, almost acting as a beacon of hope for 
the community. The upstairs classrooms are 
illuminated by three extended linears which are 
suspended from the arched ceilings, while the 
classrooms and the public areas on the ground floor 
feature interspersed recessed ceiling mounted 
panels. Lighting was chosen for the project – 
as with much of the rest of the materials – to 
be cost effective, resilient, long-lasting and as 

School in informal settlement  
a shining light for community
Funded by a non-profit run by a prominent building-supplies company in South Africa, this four-

classroom primary school in Mayfair West serves students from the nearby Slovo Park informal 

settlement in Johannesburg and acts as glowing beacon for the community.

PROJECT TEAM
Architects: Local Studio
Civil engineering: The Earth Workshop
Quantity surveyor: Koor Dindar Mothei KDM
General contractor: Zabicon Construction
Design team: Samantha Trask, Thomas Chapman, 
Amy Leibbrandt
Photographs: Dave Southwood, Warwick Preddy
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maintenance-free as possible. An exterior screen 
of wax-impregnated pine functions as a subtle 
security barrier that allows ample natural light to 
enter the classrooms, all of which face the street. 
Behind the building is a slide leading from the 
second level to the playground, where children 
can ascend the facade via a narrow climbing wall.

Like many of its projects, the Local Studio’s 
most recent was made possible by a private 
donor—something the architects attributes to a 
general lack of interest in the public sector for 
such work. Funded by the Italtile and Ceramic 
Foundation, whose parent company manufactures 
building products, one of the goals of the design 
is to create a welcoming presence among the 
surrounding walled-in houses – a response to 
the neighbourhood’s high crime rate. To get to 
the school, children traverse as much as a half 
mile on foot through “very dodgy” areas, says 
Thomas Chapman, so it was important that they 
“be able to walk up and see this recognisable form 
that’s different from anything else on the street – 
something playful and motivational.”

The two-story school gently pierces the grid of 
low-slung single-family dwellings. At the building’s 

rear, a slide – also yellow – snakes down from 
the second level like the trunk of some abstract 
mammal; upon landing, children can scale up 
the façade via a slender climbing wall. In lieu of 
steel and corrugated polycarbonate—which have 
become hallmark material solutions for the firm’s 
very low-budget projects – the clients asked for a 
traditional brick structure, since it proved to be the 
most economical way to support the vaulted roof. 
The two classrooms on the top floor benefit from 
the spaciousness provided by the arched ceiling, 
making the most out of the school’s small footprint.

According to Chapman, the project serves as 
an urban design prototype for “how to reimagine 
the standard post-residential site.” The architects 
subverted the traditional suburban lot arrangement, 
where the main structure sits in the middle, by 
pushing the volume to interface with the street and 
announce a different use. Chapman acknowledges 
that this cannot be achieved without zoning 
negotiations, as were done in this instance, but, 
when the circumstances allow it, architecture could 
play a key role in transforming crime-ridden areas 
into safer, mixed-use neighbourhoods.  
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The project, designed by Two Five Five 
Architects consists of 35 residential units 
ranging between 24m² micro-studio units and 

40 m² loft units, as well as a lobby and retail area 
on the Ground Floor on a stand of only 195.5 m².

The initial development intention for the project 
was to create an iconic short-stay accommodation 
destination in Cape Town, with some long-term 
tenants, in the same way, that Tokyo has the 
Nagakin Capsule Tower and Rotterdam has the 
Cube House. The COVID-19 pandemic, however 
resulted in a re-evaluation of this approach, focusing 
on longer-stay tenants. This resulted in units that 
were far more complex in design to meet the 
considerably more extensive requirements of a 
permanent tenant. The change in focus required 
some additional planning but resulted in a building 
that arguably better responds to a need in the South 
African housing market.

For residents of South African cities, there 
are currently few ‘curated’ and cost-effective 
alternatives to the South African norm of urban 
sprawl and long commutes. The project located 
on Vredenberg Lane, an alley joining Long Street 
and within walking distance of Kloof and Loop 
streets, is within easy reach of offices, eateries, 
transport routes, and amenities. The relatively 
small size of the units ensures that they are 

Contemporary micro-
apartments which ‘glow’
Uxolo Apartments is the first completed micro-unit residential development located in the Cape 

Town CBD. A façade of glass bricks not only lets in natural light, but also acts as a window into the 

world of the residents, emanating the interior lighting to the outside.

affordable to a large section of the market. In 
order to successfully accommodate a long-term 
tenant in the micro-units special attention was 
paid to detailing the interior of the units. A single 
joinery unit, almost stretching the length of the 
unit, accommodates all the possible daily needs 
and activities of a resident. The joinery installation 
was designed, manufactured, and installed by Kink 
Design, a branch of Two Five Five Architects. The 
fact that the joinery installation was conceived and 
managed efficiently in the same office ensured that 
the language of the project stayed coherent. The 
design of the unit simultaneously accommodates 
a fully kitted kitchen, built in cupboard, slide-out 
study desk, abundant concealed storage as well 
as a murphy bed that stows away to reveal a sofa 
for the lounge.

There are four of these studio units on each 
of the eight floors, along with a loft unit on every 
second floor. To accommodate these units the 
small site area available had to be used efficiently, 
with the building built right up to the 0m building 
lines. To allow for natural light in the units glass 
blocks were used, instead of stepping the façade 
back for windows; at night, with interior lights 
turned on, this means the tower appears to glow. 
The resultant flat façade was treated just like that, 
a flat plain on which a tapestry can be laid. The 
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design takes inspiration from traditional patterns 
as seen in the work of Esther Mhlangu, as well 
as contemporary textile design such as rugs by 
Ninevites. The glass bricks on the façade were 
combined with different face bricks to create a 
‘tapestry’ that is low in maintenance and should 
age well. These balconies create a value-added 
footprint to the units from which the residents can 
look over the city to the iconic Table Mountain. 

From an architectural point of view, it is 
refreshing. “The building’s façade and interiors 
were conceived to stand out, rather than mimic 
other buildings. Our aim was to use traditional 
materials in a way that would evoke excitement, 
not blend into the background,” says Andre Krige 
of Two Five Five Architects.

The team delved into other design genres for 
inspiration. “Trying to figure out the façade was 
no small task. We looked at patterns and layouts, 
some inspired by Esther Mahlangu and The 
Ninevites’ fantastic rugs,” says Krige. Working 
with Corobrik products, the architects were able 
to create something on trend. “We ended up 
with something we think is fun: Ndebele meets 
Memphis style.”

For the interior of the studio-style apartments, 
Two Five Five and sister company Triple Zero 
looked to the international market, specifically 
work by London-based 2LG Studio and Colombo 
and Serboli Architecture from Barcelona. “We 
also considered various social and economic 
demographics – the single occupant, a professional 
couple, an Airbnb guest – in terms of what they 
could possibly need from the space,” says Krige.

Interior lighting, much like the architecture, is 
modern and minimalist, with wall lamps, linear 
LEDs and cabinet mounted fittings above the beds 
contrasting with the contemporary finishes within 
the studios.

The final design managed to fit in bedroom, 

lounge, dining room, en-suite bathroom and 
kitchen, as well as abundant concealed storage. 
“Then we set about making it look effortless.” 
Internally, your attention is grabbed by pops of wild 
colour against neutral flooring and wall finishes. 
This combination of bold and understated tones 
reflects the kind of contrast that occurs when you 
blend the dynamism of inner-city living with the 
need for domestic tranquillity. 

Uxolo, which means ‘peace’ in isiXhosa, is 
located on Vredenburg Lane – another nod to 
peace, and falls within the Urban Development 
Zone, known as UDZ. It is a tax incentive that was 
introduced to the Income Tax Act in 2003 with the 
objective of rejuvenating inner city nodes through 
capital injection in the form of investment. Much 
of Woodstock, Salt River and the inner CBD allow 
for attractive investment opportunity through the 
UDZ initiative. 

PROJECT TEAM
Architects: Two Five Five Architects
Structural engineer: MISC Engineering
Electrical engineering: Frame
Main contractor: JW Hugo, Vredenberg Properties
Photographs: Paris Brummer, André Krige, Carel 
Nicolaas Smit
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With the growth and advances in 
technology, such as smart phones and 
tablets, the customer journey doesn’t 

always begin and end in a restaurant or hotel; brand 
image, and experience matter more than ever. 
Lighting helps to convey a specific brand message; 
it sets clients’ expectations on their visit, helping to 
create a distinctive environment that gives guests 
a memorable experience. 

Choosing the right lighting is critical for projecting 
the desired image, focusing and attracting attention 
and enhancing the appeal of your space. Lighting 

Lighting recommendations  
for hospitality projects
Lighting plays a significant role in setting the mood and atmosphere in an establishment, whether 

it be a restaurant, hotel, resort or casino. There is no single formula to abide by or a ‘one size fits 

all’ approach. It is important to create a careful balance between style, simplicity, functionality, 

and energy efficiency.

solutions vary depending on the target market, 
space concept and brand image; and the best 
lighting will set you apart from competitors. A 
well-illuminated store directly contributes to 
the bottom line. Good lighting can make a first 
impression positive; creating a warm and inviting 
environment that makes guests want to return as 
well as recommend to others. Instead of increasing 
brightness, and therefore also energy consumption, 
use lighting that is high-contrast, makes perception 
easier, and heightens levels of attention. Diffused 
general lighting provides a sense of well-being, 
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Contrast is achieved by using an increased 
illumination within the different types of light, 
commonly task and accent, to emphasise featured 
items against the general light levels. Contrast 
can be used to create visual hierarchies within the 
environment, enabling attention to be drawn to and 
focused on certain items based on the contrast 
ratio. For example, a 2:1 contrast ratio, with the 
accent lighting being two times brighter than the 
general lighting level, creates a barely recognisable 
contrast, whereas a 30:1 contrast ratio will create 
a strong focal effect on the focal items. Each type 
of lighting has many options, and by incorporating 
the recommended light levels and contrast ratios, 
the end result is a space with high visual interest, 
depth, and dimension.

Layers of light
There are four layers of light typically used in 
hospitality lighting: general (also called ambient) 
lighting, task lighting, accent lighting, and decorative 
lighting. Combining and balancing these lighting 
types gives visual interest to the space and creates 
a more attractive, exiting and inviting environment.

General lighting: General lighting is the main 
source of illumination in a space. This uniform, 
base level of lighting can easily become the focus 
of energy reduction, as the light levels from other 
fixtures can be lowered, especially when using LED 

while vertical illuminance makes orientation easier 
in a space. Detailed accent lighting improves the 
perception and attractiveness of highlighted items. 
Using a high CRI light source and a well-balanced 
mix of light greatly contributes to the overall feeling 
of welcomeness, giving guests a feeling of comfort 
and security.

Colour, reflection and contrast
There are a number of factors to consider when 
lighting a space: the size and shape of the space, 
the intended use of the space, the intended 
audience, and the intended message the brand 
conveys. Many elements come into play, such as 
colour, reflection, contrast, and energy efficiency, 
that make a hospitality lighting design successful.

Colour: Two units of measure are used 
defining light source colour properties: Correlated 
Colour Temperature and Colour Rendering Index. 
All light sources are not equal. Two white light 
sources may look the same, but can render colours 
differently or provide a different feel to the space. 
By using lamps of the same Correlated Colour 
Temperature and with the same, or very similar, 
Colour Rendering Indices, the space will have even, 
consistent illumination throughout. Reflection and 
glare are both useful and yet potentially harmful to 
hospitality lighting; they can attract the eye to your 
environment when used properly, but irritate and 
annoy when used incorrectly. A very bright space 
is not the most effective solution. Using contrast 
to highlight different areas of your space, helps 
guests feel more comfortable and draws attention 
to featured locations.

Reflection: Reflection of light off of the various 
surfaces within the space should be accounted 
for in the lighting design. When surfaces with a 
higher reflectance are used, light is reflected back 
into the space, and higher illuminance levels are 
created. Light reflectance is based on a scale of 
0, total surface light absorption, to 100, total light 
reflection. Spread reflection materials, such as 
brushed aluminium, have a high, though diffused, 
reflection, reflecting 5-10% of light. Diffused 
reflection materials, as simple as a white painted 
wall, give a uniform brightness, and are good 
reflecting backgrounds for coves and smaller 
spaces. In addition to reduced energy costs, white 
and light-reflective surfaces help reduce shadows 
from shelving and low walls.

Contrast ratios: Hospitality environments 
need to make the patrons feel comfortable while 
accenting key areas and allowing for important 
tasks. Simply increasing brightness is not only 
a waste of electricity, but is also not effective. 
Bright spaces with lots of glare make guests 
uncomfortable and less likely to return. The key 
is layering light and using contrast throughout 
the space. There are four basic layers of lighting: 
General lighting, also called ambient, accent 
lighting, task lighting, and decorative lighting. 
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sources. Recommended light levels for general 
lighting is 300-550 lux. General lighting allows the 
guests and staff circulate throughout the space. 
Diffused general lighting ensures a sense of well-
being, which makes customers feel comfortable. A 
simple way to achieve this is by arranging recessed 
fixtures using reflectors, baffles, and lensed trims 
in overlapping positions. Perimeter lighting, or wall 
washing, helps define spaces, provides vertical 
lighting and makes the space feel larger. Done with 
sconces or wall washers, vertical lighting creates 
a pleasant, welcoming environment and adds to 
the visibility and visual impact of the displays on 
the walls. It is important that vertical surfaces are 
lit for visual comfort, spaciousness and visual and 
directional cues. Vertical brightness influences the 
customers’ impression of the space by making 
orientation easier, helping to define spaces, and 
aiding in making the space’s appearance to be 
larger, open and more welcoming for the consumer.

Task lighting: Task lighting is used to illuminate 
an area for a specific task; providing a focused, 
localised, and higher level of illumination. Necessary 
to the functioning of a space, it is important to 
use energy efficient sources to reduce operating 
costs. Task lighting is most effective when used 
as a supplement to general lighting in workspaces, 
conference areas and on counter tops. Effective 
task lighting should eliminate shadows on the 
specific illuminated area, while preventing glare 
from the lamp or off surfaces. Pendant luminaries 
at the front desk are a great way to provide task light 
for work; enabling staff to quickly and accurately 
check guests in, run register sales and credit card 
transactions, minimising mistakes. Recommended 
light levels for task areas are 500-2000 lux. When 
lighting a task area, take into account the difference 
in brightness, or contrast, between the task area 
and the surrounding space. A 3:1 ratio of task 
lighting to general illumination provides a nice 
contrast. The amount of light needed on the task, 
or luminance, is usually the most flexible variable of 
task lighting, and can be increased to compensate 
for low contrast levels.

Accent lighting: Accent lighting creates a 
dramatic emphasis on the space using a focused, 
or point, light source or sources. It adds depth, 
contrast and creates a focal point for items to be 
displayed; it highlights shape, texture, finish and 
colour. If this light is directed ambiguously, the 
end result may have many unwanted shadows 
obstructing the details of the highlighted items as 
well as distracting glare. The key is to make this 

illumination more precise and of higher intensity 
than the surrounding ambient light. Track fixtures, 
recessed housings with adjustable trims and 
concealed adjustable illumination with point source 
lamps provide directional control and are especially 
effective for accent lighting. They are easy to aim 
precisely to highlight products’ best attributes and 
influence the customers’ impression. Accenting 
everything and emphasising nothing is a common 
mistake with accent lighting; always keep in mind 
that there such a thing as providing too much light. 
A 5:1 ratio of accent lighting to ambient light is 
recommended to make items stand out and create 
a significant visual effect; dark colours may require 
a higher ratio to bring out detail. Recommended 
light levels for accent lighting are between 1600-
5000 lux. For feature displays, higher ratios of 15:1 
or 30:1 are used, especially to create sparkle in 
jewellery or crystal.

Decorative lighting: Decorative lighting 
serves a dual purpose: not only to contribute to 
the lighting layers in a hospitality environment, but 
also to enhance the look of the space as a design 
element. Decorative lighting includes pendants, 
sconces, chandeliers, table and floor lamps, and 
cylinders. Decorative lighting should complement 
and add visual interest to the interior, as well as 
provide or contribute to the overall lighting plan. 
Adding décor, beauty and style using decorative 
lighting is also an important reflection of a store’s 
brand image, and reinforces the theme and style of 
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the space. Decorative lighting can also contribute a 
feeling of hospitality and comfort to the experience, 
putting guests at ease. By combining and layering 
these lighting types, your environment will be more 
attractive, exciting, and inviting.

Application solutions
Hospitality lighting systems are complex: the 
key is to create an attractive, comfortable and 
functional environment. A common goal of any 
lighting design, but here, the guests’ satisfaction 
with the environment determines the business’s 
success. When done successfully, hotel lighting 
should go completely unnoticed; it should integrate 
with the architecture and décor, it should feel 
comfortable and natural, it should welcome guests 
and provide a sense of comfort and safety. No 
where else will you find as many space types 
– guest rooms, restaurants, meeting rooms, 
banquet halls – that create the whole experience. 
Each element must be addressed as an individual 
component, yet all are interconnected: by the mood 
and atmosphere that the lighting conveys, by the 
style of the architecture and décor.

The lobby: The hotel lobby gives the first 
impression about the hotel. Lighting here must 
focus on detail as much as the overall design; it 
must compliment the architecture, provide a safe 
exterior-to-interior transition, and reinforce brand 
identity. The balance of the lobby must be warm, 
welcoming, and navigational. The registration 

area needs higher light levels to attract guests’ 
attention, as well as provide adequate task lighting 
for desk staff. Consideration should be taken to 
light the front desk staff’s faces so they appear 
approachable. 

Meeting rooms, conference centres, halls 
and ballrooms: The key to lighting these areas 
is flexibility and versatility; as rearranging the 
seating and partitions, as well as the use of the 
space and, therefore, the lighting schemes, are 
important. Using two or more adjustable lighting 
systems is ideal. The general lighting in the room, 
at a comfortable and navigational level, needs to be 
dimmable to vary the illuminance level for audio/
visual presentations. 

Corridors: Hallways and corridors are very 
important elements of the hotel as they connect 
the lobby to all other areas of the facility. A safe, 
navigational, and energy conserving light level is 
around 50 lux, a conventionally low to moderate 
level. The corridors must remain continuously 
illuminated for safety and clear passage; therefore, 
it is important to use energy efficient lighting. 

Rooms: When guests arrive in their room, 
they must feel a sense of total privacy, safety, and 
comfort. This is their home away from home for 
the extent of their stay. The lighting should be easy 
to maintain, and not easily broken or damaged. 
While primarily a bedroom, anything from reading, 
to watching TV, to entertaining, to sleeping, can 
occur in the space. Cost is a significant concern, 
as each guest room lighting plan is multiplied by 
dozens, or even hundreds, of rooms. With guest 
room lighting, high quality, energy efficient lighting 
is a necessity. Guest room lighting needs: 

• Light at the bathroom mirror/vanity. 
• Light at the entry hall to illuminate the path and 

the closet or clothes storage area. 
• Light by each side of the bed at an adequate 

foot candle level for reading. 
• Light at the desk or work table. 
• Adequate ambient lighting so the room does 

not seem dim.
Restaurants, bars, and lounges: Lighting design 
for restaurants all depends on the type of venue, 
and the desired atmosphere. The perfect formula 
for lighting restaurants is a mixture of ambient and 
accent lighting that blends into the architecture and 
becomes unnoticeable. This allows the addition of 
decorative luminaires to be just that – decorative 
– adding to the atmosphere and mood of the 
restaurant. 

www.contechlighting.com



Lighting affects all aspects of the human 
experience and if used effectively in the 
healthcare environment can enhance 

patients’ experience and play a key role in healing. 
As specialists in lighting for healthcare, WSP have 
experience in delivering complex, high quality 
lighting solutions needed to support the myriad of 
tasks being performed in so many different areas, 
ranging from operating theatres to nursing stations, 
wards to public spaces.

Lighting design for healthcare
Light plays an important role in ensuring the wellbeing of patients, visitors and staff.

All-round benefits of a pleasant 
ambiance
Light plays an important role in promoting the 
wellbeing of patients. Studies show that a well-
designed lighting system can contribute to the 
reduction of medical errors, patient falls, pain, 
stress, depression and length of stay while 
improving satisfaction. A carefully designed 
ambiance in wards, corridors and around the 
hospital also results in better working conditions 
for staff, increasing efficiency and satisfaction.

Giv ing pat ients more control  of their 
environment is also considered beneficial. As part 
of an expansion of the MultiCare Tacoma General 
Hospital in Washington, USA, WSP incorporated 
colour changing LED uplights into the paediatric 
patient rooms, allowing children to choose the 
colour of the light in their rooms. The company 
also programmed daylight level changes into the 
lighting control system to provide cues and help 
settle the young patients at night-time.

The value of daylight
Access to daylight is also seen as a factor in reducing 
recovery time or the amount of medication that 
patients need. Undertake daylighting modelling 
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Lighting design for healthcare through energy-efficient lighting strategies are 
therefore considerable. 

Insist on cost-effective lighting systems that 
can be maintained over a long period of time. 
These include installing LEDs wherever appropriate 
and maximising use of the natural daylight, 
incorporating daylighting controls in rooms with 
large window areas.

Also incorporate intelligent control strategies to 
minimise energy consumption, such as occupancy 
sensors in areas that are frequently unoccupied. 

At Queen Silvia’s Children’s Hospital in 
Gothenburg, Sweden, WSP’s advanced lighting 
design for healthcare includes technologies that 
ensure lights are only on in occupied rooms.

Supporting operational priorities
When delivering any lighting scheme, whether for 
a new construction or for the retrofit of existing 
facilities, it is imperative to work closely with 
healthcare operators, architects and engineering 
design teams to help create the perfect conditions 
for the needs of different user groups. By using 
light in the right way, you can help your clients 
achieve their operational priorities – providing the 
best environment for patients, the best working 
conditions to attract and retain staff and, through 
improved energy efficiency, savings in operating 
costs allowing greater resources for patient 
treatment and care.

www.wsp.com

to optimise the natural light, including sunlight, in 
patient rooms, waiting rooms, staff work rooms, 
and rest areas; and where there is inadequate 
daylight, compensate by providing lighting 
solutions that simulate natural lighting conditions 
over the course of the day, supporting the circadian 
rhythm.

High performance lighting for criti-
cal areas
In operating theatres specialised, high performance 
lighting is essential for the safe treatment of 
patients. True colour rendering is vital for doctors 
to determine the condition of their patients, as is 
the appropriate light intensity required for delicate, 
meticulous surgical procedures. Selection of 
fixtures to maintain the very strictest hygiene 
conditions is also a crucial consideration.

Specialised schemes for other highly technical 
areas such as MRI suites, where ferrous materials 
cannot be used, include LED lighting in plastic 
casings with drivers and transformers located 
outside the room.

Low maintenance, energy-efficient 
systems
Lighting represents at least 10% of energy 
consumption in a healthcare facility and also 
increases cooling demands because of the heat 
it generates. 

The opportunities for energy and cost savings 
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A custom-made willowlamp lights the way for a new style 
of illumination in Kuwait

LED lighting solution for popular recreational area 
in Hermanus

The ACE-C-BH is a linear luminaire designed 
for seamless illumination of both the aisles and 
bulkhead signage in a retail environment. It is fully 
compatible with our standard ACE-C Linear Range. 
With it’s dual-directional design, the ACE-C-BH can 
replace all open channel fluorescents and bulkhead 
flood lights in a retail, warehouse and commercial 
application.

For ease of installation, the ACE-C-BH is sup-
plied with pluggable power connectors on each 
end of the luminaire, together with mounting clips 
for surface and suspended instal-
lations. Accessories are available 
to simplify installations.

The ACE-C-BH is available  
in standard lengths of 1 140 mm, 
1 420 mm and 1 700 mm, various 
LED colour temperatures and 
power/m – 30, 40, 50 W/m to 
cater for different types of appli-
cations. Connected to a single AC 
power feed, the ACE-C-BH linear 
can continuously run for up to 50 
m. Non dimmable option and a 
built-in emergency gear can be 
incorporated on request.

• The ACE-C (Continuous) is 
supplied with pluggable con-
nectors on each end and two 
mounting clips per length.

• 3P (3 Pole connector) for 

BEKA Schréder is proud to have supplied the 
decorative LED lighting solution for High Street in 
Hermanus, Western Cape Province. This historic 
street has recently been upgraded and renewed. It 
is a popular recreational area and contains original 
old-town architecture, narrow alleys, speciality 
shops, world class art galleries and 
restaurants. 

The architects were looking for a 
unique streetlight that fits into the new 
design theme. The ELLEGA was the 
chosen solution. This South-African 
designed and manufactured streetlight 
offers a distinct design with LED tech-
nology: the ideal combination for lighting 
urban landscapes.

The ELLEGA, with its simple but 
elegant linear design, is available in a 
single or double configuration at various 

heights. This winning combination of performance, 
design and flexibility enables the ELLEGA range to 
illuminate streets, residential areas, parks, bicycle 
and pedestrian paths with a better quality of light, 
to generate energy savings and to reduce the eco-
logical footprint with a perfect aesthetic integration 

single circuits and 4P (4Pole connector) for two 
circuits per line available on request.

• All lights needs to have the same number of 
poles per line, they cannot be a mix of 3P and 
4P connectors.

• When mixing different lengths of ACE-C in the 
same line, please choose the same Power/m 
for all lengths.

• Beam angles: 60°, 90°, Oval (O), Aisle  
Symmetric (AS), Aisle Asymmetric (AAS).

www.ledwise.co.za

The elegant ELLEGA streetlight illuminates High Street.
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into the environment. For the pergola, lighting was 
required to not only accent the structure, but to also 
provide pathway lighting. The LEDDUO downlight 
offered the perfect solution. 

The South-African designed and manufactured 
LEDDUO combines energy efficiency with a sleek 
and sturdy design. Designed for exterior and interi-
or lighting, the LEDDUO range offers two models 
– one square and one round – for a flawless inte-
gration into the architecture. It is characterised by a 
refined design, robust construction and an efficient 
LED engine. Suitable for architectural (façade and 
accent) and ambiance lighting (parks and gardens), 
the LEDDUO provides a versatile solution.

BEKA Schréder locally develops and manu-
factures energy-efficient LED lighting products, 
designed and suitable for local conditions. The 
company is very proud to be associated with Over-
strand Municipality, Element Consulting Engineers 
and GAPP Architects and Urban Designers in pro-
viding a successful lighting solution for this project.

www.bekaschreder.co.za

Legrand announces publication of research study demonstrating 
Indigo-Clean Light Technology effectively and safely kills  
SARS-CoV-2 and Influenza A viruses

Online store offers new Super Sale section

Legrand recently announced the publication of 
research showing its Kenall Indigo Clean light 
disinfection technology effectively and safely in-
activates SARS-CoV-2 and influenza A viruses in a 
range of real-world clinical settings. The study was 
published in partnership with the Icahn School of 
Medicine at Mount Sinai.

The paper, “The virucidal effects of 405 nm 
visible light on SARS-CoV-2 and influenza A virus,” 
was published in Scientific Reports on September 
30, 2021. It reflects how researchers evaluated the 
inactivation rate of the SARS-CoV-2 virus using 405 
nm visible light under a range of clinical conditions. 
Kenall then applied these findings to a real-world 
usage model and determined that Indigo-Clean 

would achieve a SARS-CoV-2 inactivation rate of 94% based on 
12 hours of occupied room use and 12 hours of unoccupied room 
use. The study was funded by Kenall.

The potential of specific wavelengths within the electromag-
netic spectrum is an area of growing clinical interest. Ultraviolet 
(UV) technologies have demonstrated the ability to reduce 
virological spread, but potential toxicities have limited its use in  
occupied spaces. 

Longer wavelengths with less irradiation energy such as visible 
light (405 nanometers) have largely been evaluated in bactericidal 
and fungicidal applications. This research offers new evidence that 
lower-risk 405 nm visible light can inactivate the SARS-CoV-2 and 
influenza A viruses. 

Read the paper at: www.nature.com/articles/s41598-021-
97797-0

LightStore are very excited to announce the launch of its 
new initiative – Super Sale. The online store will now feature 
a new Super Sale category which will regularly be updated 
with special offers and products on promotion.

The company have been working hard negotiating with 
its suppliers for the best possible deals and their long term 
buy in so that customers can benefit and save now and in 
the future. 

LightStore will feature a variety of products across its 
full range so that its customers have as a big a selection as 

possible to save from. LightStore firmly believe this Super 
Sale initiative will be of great value to its customers in these 
challenging times. As South Africa’s premier online lighting 
store, the company is committed to consistently searching 
for the best deals for customers as well as sourcing new 
and interesting products. 

Its growth and the number of repeat customers it en-
joys confirms that the company takes its business and its 
customers seriously. 

www.lightstore.co.za

The LEDDUO accents the pergola 
and provides pathway lighting.

The ELLEGA is a unique streetlight that fits beautifully into the new 
design theme.
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A pendant light is a fixture suspended from the 
ceiling by a cord, chain, or metal rod. Over recent 
years they have become common additions in 
South African homes. Experts from Eurolux an-
swer some of the questions which you may be 
asked by your clients.

 
How do I select the right design for 
my home?
The first two things you need to consider when se-
lecting pendant lights for a space in your home is:

• The overall style of your home, and
• The job you want it to fulfil.

When you’ve established both of these, you can 
narrow down your options. Choose pendants that 
complement or mimic the materials, colours, and 
shapes found throughout the room. Ask yourself 
if your pendants will serve as ambient lighting or 
task lighting. If it’s the latter, then open-bottom 
fixtures will provide more direct, concentrated 
illumination for areas like the bedside or kitchen 
island.

 
When should I use multiple  
pendants in a room?
Sometimes just one pendant is not enough. Long 
dining tables, kitchen islands and bar counters all 
benefit from multiple pendants, in order to create 
a balanced look. While the rule of three or odds 

Pendant lighting Q&A is usually recommended, it can sometimes be 
broken in favour of two larger pendants. When 
spacing out your pendants, aim for the space 
between each pendant to be the same as the 
diameter or width of each fixture. This is not a 
hard and fast rule though, so play around with the 
spacing until it feels just right.

 
What height should I hang  
pendants above my dining table?
When suspending multiple pendant lights above 
a dining table, you never want them to block 
anyone’s line of sight. The distance between the 
bottom of the pendant and the tabletop should 
be around 75-90 cm. This distance also applies to 
pendants suspended above a kitchen island. Best 
design practice recommends that there be a 15 
cm space from the edge of the table to the side of 
a fixture to ensure everything looks in proportion.

 
My ceiling is low but I love the  
look of a pendant – can it work in 
this space?
If your ceiling is exceptionally low then opt for a 
long, linear pendant light. This style of pendant 
still enables you to have a fixture that is a design 
feature, but it won’t look out of place or make the 
space feel unbalanced.

www.eurolux.co.za
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EUROLUX

https://www.eurolux.co.za/products?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI8tr7waSN9AIVYWHmCh28Fg-EEAAYASAAEgJ32fD_BwE
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https://www.beka-schreder.co.za/



